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Press Release 13 June 2010
Exhibition 

“The Foundation of Art. Sculpture and its Pedestal since Auguste Rodin”
25 June to 24 October 2010

Who knocked art off its pedestal? This exciting question is being examined for the first time in the large exhibition “The Foundation of Art. Sculpture and its Pedestal since Auguste Rodin”, which will take place at the Arp Museum from 25 June to 24 October 2010. Around 80 exceptional works by internationally renowned artists demonstrate the diverse development of the sculptor’s base in the Modern Era, not only in the medium of sculpture, but also in painting, photography, video and performance, with sample works by Hans Arp, Stephan Balkenhol, Anthony Caro, Mark Dion, Sylvie Fleury, Alberto Giacometti, Gilbert & George, Christian Hasucha, Zilvinas Kempinas, Via Lewandowsky, Markus Lüpertz, Heinz Mack, Piero Manzoni, A. R. Penck, Marc Quinn, Gerwald Rockenschaub, Auguste Rodin, Ulrich Rückriem, Thomas Schütte, Yinka Shonibare, Florian Slotawa, Daniel Spoerri, Jean Tinguely, Timm Ulrichs, Franz E. Walther, Erwin Wurm and others. 
Since Antiquity, the pedestal had served an exclusively practical function. It kept the viewer at a distance by elevating the work of art to a sphere of its own. It was not until a sculptor like Auguste Rodin came along that sculptures were removed from their pedestals and presented at eye level with the viewer. Subsequently, 20th-century art opened up new and surprising perspectives as well as a multi-faceted, individual existence to the substructure.  

 
Central to the exhibition are approximately 15 sculptures by Hans Arp, these works clearly illustrating his influence upon the subsequent generation of artists. Arp did away with the prescribed role distributions of “above” and “below”, and continually found new ways to bring together the pedestal and the sculpture. For Alberto Giacometti and Piero Manzoni, the pedestal developed into an integral component of the art or even became an object of art itself. For the successors to these “pioneers”, the sculptural substructure became independent, the focus of much artistic attention. As a result, the pedestals were sometimes made oversized, or else minimized ironically. The base and the sculpture become decisively separate from each other, or conversely, they meld into each other completely. The pedestal functions as a stage and action space for art and artists, and can also be a usable work of art for the viewer. 
The top class “Fourth Plinth Project” from London forms a group of works of its own: at Trafalgar Square, contemporary sculpture on a historic pedestal probes the contemporaneousness of the “Foundation of Art” in public spaces. 

From 18 June to 2 July 2010, within the framework of this exhibition, a work by the Berlin artist Christian Hasucha, the Performance “Mister Individual is walking”, will take place Mondays through Saturdays from 9 to 11 a.m., and from 3 to 5 p.m. in front of Bonn’s main train station. During this performance, an actor dressed in normal clothes will walk at a brisk pace on a treadmill mounted on a concrete pedestal 2.40 meters high. 

A Catalogue is being published for this exhibition by Verlag Edition Braus (160 pp, Museum Edition 26 €), edited by Oliver Kornhoff, Arie Hartog, Dieter Brunner, and Marc Gundel, with numerous essays and many color reproductions. 

This exhibition has come about with the cooperation of the Städtische Museen in Heilbronn and the Gerhard-Marcks-Haus in Bremen.

The Program of Events to Accompany the Exhibition includes public tours (the fourth Sunday of each month, 3 p.m.), a curatorial tour guided by Dr. Oliver Kornhoff (21 August, 3 p.m.), an artist course on “bronze-casting” with Hans Peter Olleck (12–16 October), as well as a course for families (3 October, 3 p.m.) and a guided tour for families (3 October, 2 p.m.).

Press Briefing on the Performance: Friday, 18 June 2010, 10 a.m. at the “Bonner Loch”
Press Conference: Thursday, 24 June 2010, 11 a.m. at the Arp Museum Bahnhof
 Rolandseck

Opening: Thursday, 24 June 2010, 7 p.m.
Hours: Tuesdays through Sundays, and holidays, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Admission fees: 8 €, reduced. 6.50 €
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